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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all timeIntroduction by Caryl

PhillipsCommentary by H. L. Mencken, E. M. Forster, Virginia Woolf, Ernest Hemingway, Bertrand

Russell, Lionel Trilling, Chinua Achebe, and Philip GourevitchOriginally published in 1902, Heart of

Darkness remains one of this centuryâ€™s most enduring works of fiction. Written several years

after Joseph Conradâ€™s grueling sojourn in the Belgian Congo, the novel is a complex meditation

on colonialism, evil, and the thin line between civilization and barbarity. This edition contains

selections from Conradâ€™s Congo Diary of 1890â€”the first notes, in effect, for the novel, which

was composed at the end of that decade. Virginia Woolf wrote of Conrad: â€œHis books are full of

moments of vision. They light up a whole character in a flash. . . . He could not write badly, one

feels, to save his life.â€•
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Joseph Conrad is NOT for everyone! So many people have had their attention-span shortened by

MTV, Television and the Disney version of the TITANIC (hint... the boat doesn't sink and everybody

erupts in a unrecorded song from MARY POPPINS), that people have forgotten how great it is to

read a well written book with piercing insite,memorable characters, and a haunting theme. The skill

of the true wordsmith has thanklessly fallen by the wayside, evidenced by the fact that Stephen King

is considered a literary genius (see H.P. Lovecraft for a true genius in both word and plot). If we

were to turn off the electronics and allow our pure powers of imagination to work, then Conrad



would be abundant treat to our senses. All of his books are fantastic, but HEART OF DARKNESS

holds a special fascination for most people who read it. Not to digress, but the Turner Production of

"Heart of Darkness" with Tim Roth is very good and I have always loved "Apocolypse Now" (saw it

15 times in the theater). The story is a journey of the soul, as much as it is pure adventure. It is a

wake-up call for those who have forgotten what it is to care and become aware of how their lives

move forward (and sometimes don't). The setting of a forgotten Africa, wedged and pierced by

European superpowers is both mysterious and frightening. We see this now-lost land through the

eyes of a naive man, not grounded nor necessarily wise in the ways of the world. The opening

reference of the French warship bombarding the forrested coasts shows the overall blindness of the

countries who seek to reap the wealth of the land's bounty... throwing artillery shells onto the coast

and cannot see if they are hitting anything!
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